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HEN. When I consider the consequences this word
calls to wind., I see a husband, children; a home,,
and; when I think of those, I see nothing to shock
the mind or cause one to shudder.

ARM. Good Heavens! Can such ties attract
you?

HEN. What can I do better., at my age, than hind
myself in the ties of wedlock to a man whom I
love and who loves one in return? from such a
tender union flow the delights of an innocent life.
Are there no attractions in such a union, if the pair
be well matched ?

ARM. Good gracious,, on what a low plain does your
intellect work ! What a poor figure in life you will
cut if you wrap yourself up in household concerns,,
and never have a glimpse of any more stirring
pleasures than are to be found in an idolised hus-
band and brats of children ! Leave such con-
temptible amusements to common people and vulgar
persons. Raise your hopes to loftier ambitions, try
to cultivate a taste for the noblest accomplishments,
and, looking with scorn upon things of the senses
and of matter3 give yourself up entirely, as we do,
to intellectual pursuits. You have before your eyes
the example of your mother, who is reverenced far
and wide for her learning: endeavour, as I do, to show
yourself her daughter, aspire to those enlightened
qualities which our family possesses and cultivate a
sensibility to the exquisite charms that the love
of study sheds over the heart; instead of being a
bond slave to the dictates of a man,, unite yourself,
sister, in marriage with philosophy, which raises ns
above the whole human race and gives supreme
sovereignty to the reason, subjugating to its laws
the animal instincts whose gross appetites lower us
to the level of the beasts. These are the sweet
thoughts_, the tender attachments, which should fill
all life's moments; the cares to which I see so
many worthy women devoted seem poor trivial
things.